in 1954, studied the collagen content of the reproductive tract of the rat during pregnancy and lactation. The same authors (15) (38) implied a similar interpretation in their study of non -pregnant rat uteri. Glynn (10) felt that argyrophilia was due to a more intimate association between polysaccharides and the collagen fibers than normally exists in coarse collagen bundles. Harkness (18, p. first described by Fullmer and Lillie (8) 
2.
A portion of the same region seen in Figure 1 but at a higher magnification. X 360.
3.
Non-pregnant uterus, demonstrating reticular fibers in the perimetrium and myometrium. Note the fragmented appearance of the fibers. X 170.
4.
Appearance of reticulin in uterine wall (perimetrium and myo metrium) of seven-day placenta. X 170.
5.
A portion of the uterine wall of Figure 4 but at a higher magni fication. X 360.
6. Reticular fibers surrounding a blood vessel in the stratum vasculare (seven-day placenta). X 360.
7.
Reticular network in the endometrium of seven-day placenta.
X 170.
8.
Same area as seen, in Figure 7 but at a higher magnification.
X 360.
9.
Ten-day chorionic plate, presenting the fine reticular network.
10.
Ten-day chorionic plate at higher magnification. X 360.
11.
Reticulin surrounding an allantoic blood vessel in a ten-day placenta. X 170.
12.
A portion of the same area as presented in Figure 11 but at a higher magnification. X 360.
13.
Reticular network around a blood vessel leading to the laby rinth (13-day placenta). X 170.
14.
A portion of the same area featured in Figure 13 but at a / higher magnification. X 360.
15.
Cross-section of a 13-day labyrinth with fine reticular fibers at the center of the figure; these line the endothelial tubes.
There is a substantial loss of reticulin at this time. X 170.
16.
A portion of the same area seen in Figure 15 but at higher magnification. X 360.
17. Concentric rings of reticulin surrounding a 13-day umbilical cord vessel near the embryo. X 360.
18.
Same area as seen in Figure 17 but at higher magnification.
PLATE II
19-
Visceral yolk sac of a 13-day placenta (in section) with fine reticular material surrounding the endodermal cells. X 170.
20.
Thirteen-day visceral yolk sac with an enclosed blood vessel.
Note the wide band of reticulin associated with it. X 360.
21.
A network of fine reticular fibers in the somatic mesodermal stroma of the 13 -day amnion. X 360.
22.
Uterine wall of 15 Figure. X 360. 31 .
Myometrium of post -partum uterus, demonstrating an extensive network of reticulin. X 170.
32.
A portion of the same region featured in Figure 31 but at a higher magnification. Note the heavier reticular bands surrounding the smooth muscle bundles, and the finer fibers among the muscle cells. X 360.
33.
Reticular fibers among the longitudinal muscle bundles (postpartum uterus). X 360. 34 .
Endometrium of the post -partum uterus. Note the heavy line of reticular beneath the uterine epithelium. X 170.
35.
The same area seen in Figure 34 but at a higher magnification.
X 360. ..w r,.
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